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needs these mistakes before he can become at all conscious
of his own taste and individual judgment. At this age he
is stiU experimenting with life. And he must experiment
with it, so that he may learn how to form correct judgments.
But no experiments are made without failure and mistakes.
Hence it comes about that few men have not had sexual
experience of some kind before they are married. At the
time of puberty there is a leaning towards homosexual
experiences, which are much commoner than is usually
admitted. Later there are heterosexual experiences, not
always of a very beautiful kind. For the less the sexual
complex is assimilated to the whole of the personality, the
more will it remain independent and instinctive in character.
Sexuality is then purely animal, recognizing no psychic
distinctions. The most inferior woman may be good enough.
It suffices that she is woman with typical secondary sex-
attributes. But a false step or two of this sort does not
necessarily give us the right to draw conclusions as to the
definitive character of the man, since the act can occur at
a time when the sexual-complex is still divorced from psychic
influences. Nevertheless frequent experiences of this kind
have a bad effect upon the formation of personality, inasmuch
as they tend to establish sexuality habitually upon too low
a level, so that it becomes incompatible with the moral
personality. The result is that, morally, such a man although
outwardly a so-called respectable married man, is a prey to
sexual phantasies of a low kind, or else he represses them and
on some festive occasion they will come leaping again to
the surface in their primitive form, much to the amazement
of the unsuspecting wife, assuming of course, that she observes
what is going on. Not infrequently in such cases there is
also a premature coldness of feeling for the wife. Often the
wife is frigid from the beginning of marriage, because her
sensation does not respond to this kind of sexuality in the
husband.
The weakness of a man's judgment at the time of psychic

